
 
 
Call to Prayer | Justice 
 
In the western world, we often think of justice in terms of crime and punishment. However, the 
term translated as “justice” in the New Testament refers to the way that is right, or the way 
things should be. Whenever we see or hear something and say, “it shouldn’t be that way”, we 
are experiencing a desire for justice. This week our communities and nation are crying out for 
justice. They are looking at the treatment of black and brown men and women and declaring “it 
shouldn’t be this way.” In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus makes it clear that those who yearn 
for justice are aligned with the heart of God.  
 
Matthew 5:3-10 
“God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, 
    for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 
4 God blesses those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
5 God blesses those who are humble, 
    for they will inherit the whole earth. 
6 God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice, 
    for they will be satisfied. 
7 God blesses those who are merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 God blesses those whose hearts are pure, 
    for they will see God. 
9 God blesses those who work for peace, 
    for they will be called the children of God. 
10 God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, 
    for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 
 

• Thank God for his loving kindness toward those who yearn for justice and peace. 
• Confess the things you see that are not as they should be. You may also confess your 

own silence and lack of action to address injustice and the pain of others.  
• Ask God to help you recognize the suffering of others. 
• Ask God to instill in the church a greater hunger for justice in our community and nation. 



 


